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IW & HS 2023 Conference:
Greetings from CUPE Ontario Climate 

Justice Committee



CUPE Ontario's Newest Committee

The mandate of the Climate Justice Committee is to 
advance CUPE Ontario’s member education, public 

policy and action to combat the impact of the global 
climate crisis on Ontario workers, communities and our 

places of work. Climate change is real and happening 
now. We need a healthy, clean, and green environment 

to have good jobs and strong communities.



Intersections: Climate Justice, Injured 
Workers, Health and Safety

Toronto Star, June 28, 2023



Common Struggles and Common Enemies



How Did We Get Here?



How Did We Really Get Here?

Enclosure of 
the commons
(Britain, 1500s)



Enclosure of the Global Commons



What's Good for Them is Bad for Us





What's the Way Forward?

Winnipeg General Strike, 1919



Struggle for Land Back

1492 Land Back Lane. Haudenosaunee face 
off against Foxgate Development (North 

Shore, 2020)

Wet'suwet'em face off against Coastal 
Gaslink. (National Observer, 2022)



From Turtle 
Island to 
Palestine



Building the Struggle for Climate Justice

• Bring the CUPE National Climate Emergency Declaration 
to a local meeting to pass as a local.

• Add climate related health and safety issues to your JHSC 
agendas.

• Join the CUPE Climate Activist Facebook Group.
• Educate yourselves and members about Ford 

policies, such as the paving of our 
Greenbelt and cancelling green energy projects.

• Educate yourself & members about how 
corporations and military are 
most responsible for climate change.



Building the Struggle

• Look for the Climate Justice Action Toolkit. This toolkit 
has resources on how all union activists can get involved 
in saving our planet.

• Listen to the CUPE Cast podcast episodes on Climate 
Justice.

• Start a local Green Team.
• Invite a member from the Climate Justice Committee 

to speak with your local.
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