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Overview
 The province has loosened public health restrictions
Workplace control of COVID-19 risks of exposure have increased
 Employers must reassess the risks



COVID-19 & Vaccines
 Here’s why: We are in a fourth wave: majority are unvaccinated cases (approx. 90%)

Source PHO August 31, 2021



COVID-19 & Vaccines
 Delta variant has become the dominant strain of SARS-CoV-2

PHO -SARS-CoV-2 Whole Genome Sequencing in Ontario, August 24, 2021 



COVID-19 & Vaccines
 Based on emerging data, what do we know about the Delta variant:

 Increased risk of transmission - higher viral load
 Increased risk of infection. Increased case rates in children
 Increased risk of severe outcomes
 Increased chance of breakthrough cases; although efficacy remains strong against severe outcomes
 Unvaccinated individual are at greatest risk of infection and severe outcomes
 Natural immunity from a previous infection might not be effective

 Vaccines will help end the pandemic. Until that time employers must continue to ensure 
health and safety measures and procedures are implemented, in consultation with the 
H&S committee/representative.

 Measures and procedures are reassessed based on emerging evidence or in light of new 
information.



COVID-19 & Vaccines
 What should the employer do?

 Reassess the risks of exposure based on increased risks from Delta variant and airborne transmission
 Continue to adopt a precautionary approach towards occupational health and safety
 Must not accept a public health “wait and see” approach
 Start with the best protection first before removing layers of protection.



COVID-19 & Vaccines
 Where is the conversation with the Joint Health and Safety Committee/Representative?

 Start the conversation here

 Concentrate your efforts here

 Not the starting point



CUPE Health and Safety Resources
 COVID-19 (Re)Assessment Checklists

https://cupe.ca/covid-19-risk-re-assessment-checklist
https://cupe.ca/covid-19-aerosolization-risk-assessment
https://cupe.ca/general-health-and-safety-system-checklist-covid-19

https://cupe.ca/covid-19-risk-re-assessment-checklist
https://cupe.ca/covid-19-aerosolization-risk-assessment
https://cupe.ca/general-health-and-safety-system-checklist-covid-19


CUPE Health and Safety Resources
 COVID-19: Prevention through Ventilation

https://cupe.ca/covid-19-prevention-through-ventilation

https://cupe.ca/covid-19-prevention-through-ventilation


CUPE Health and Safety Resources
 COVID-19: Variants of concern – What are they? And why are they important?

https://cupe.ca/variants-concern-what-are-they-and-why-are-
they-important

https://cupe.ca/variants-concern-what-are-they-and-why-are-they-important


CUPE Health and Safety Resources
 New for you

 https://cupe.ca/tip-sheet-dealing-governmental-health-and-safety-inspectors

https://cupe.ca/tip-sheet-dealing-governmental-health-and-safety-inspectors


CUPE Health and Safety Resources
 New for you - Healthier workplaces, not tougher workers 

https://cupe.ca/healthier-workplaces-not-tougher-workers

https://cupe.ca/healthier-workplaces-not-tougher-workers


Health and Safety Resources
 https://cupe.ca/health-and-safety
 https://cupe.ca/covid-19-health-and-safety-practices-0
 https://cupe.ca/health-and-safety-fact-sheets
 https://cupe.ca/mental-health

 CCOHS - COVID-19 Health and Safety Resources
 https://www.ccohs.ca/products/publications/covid19-tool-kit/?&orig=/products/publications/covid19/

 Occupational Health Clinics for Ontario Workers (OHCOW) – COVID-19 Resources
 https://www.ohcow.on.ca/covid-19.html

 WHO - Roadmap to improve and ensure good indoor ventilation in the context of COVID-19 
 https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240021280

https://cupe.ca/health-and-safety
https://cupe.ca/covid-19-health-and-safety-practices-0
https://cupe.ca/health-and-safety-fact-sheets
https://cupe.ca/mental-health
https://www.ccohs.ca/products/publications/covid19-tool-kit/?&orig=/products/publications/covid19/
https://www.ohcow.on.ca/covid-19.html
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240021280
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