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October 17th, 2019 

 

On October 9th, 2019, Turkey initiated an offensive against Rojava/North and East Syria. 

This incursion is a clear violation of international law, and has been carried out with the intention 

to ethnic cleanse the region. We are very much concerned that continues Turkish aggression will 

have serious consequences for the local peoples, including Kurds, Arabs, Syriacs, Arameans, 

Turkmen, Armenians, and Chechens. The invasion has already resulted in a series of grave 

human rights violations and war crimes. We have been hearing news of assassination of political 

leaders, targeting of journalists, killing of medical personnel, onsite execution of locals, 

indiscriminate shelling of residential areas, and large numbers of internally displaced people. 

Another disturbing development is that the Turkish aggression against the SDF-

controlled North and East Syria has facilitated the escape of hundreds of ISIS detainees from the 

prisons and camps. The ongoing Turkish invasion brings the risk of a resurgence of ISIS, posing 

an imminent threat to people of all ethnicities, races, religions, and genders living in the region 

and beyond.  

Across Canada we see Kurdish and Syrian communities working hard to rebuild their 

lives here. We are in solidarity with Kurdish and Syrian workers in Canada and across the world. 

We are in solidarity with all those globally struggling against imperialism and war. We know 

that KESK, DISK and other trade unions in Turkey are speaking out and have said that “this is 

not the time of silence”. 

As the labour movement we want to express our deep concern for the safety of the Kurdish 

community, and many other communities, residing in North and East Syria, many of whom have 

family members in Canada. We call on workers, and union leaders internationally, to take 

immediate action to stop the Turkish invasion and increasing militarization of the region. We 

urge the Canadian government to take all the required measures including suspension of arms 

sales to curb Turkish aggression. Finally, we express our solidarity with the peoples of the North 

and East Syria. 

 

Aminah Sheikh, Toronto Muslim Workers Network 

Farid C. Partovi, Canadian Union of Public Employees  

Sid Ryan 
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Tanya Ferguson 

Hammam Farah, Association of Progressive Palestinian Canadians  

Dan O’Hara, Association of Progressive Palestinian Canadians  

Fred Hahn, President of Canadian Union of Public Employees Ontario  

Patricia Chong- Asian Canadian Labour Alliance  

Sam Jabbar 
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Fartun Mose Mohamud 
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Rajean Hollet  

Humberto Da Silva, Canadian Union of Public Employees  

Laxy Saunthararjan 

Sarah Mostafa-Kamel 

Manzur Malik  

Nasr Ahmed, Media Union  

Christine Bro- Service Employees International Union  

Ranyodh Singh- Service Employees International Union  

Raul Burbano   

Melisa Bayon 

David McNally 

Tom Galivan, Service Employees International Union  

Ritch Whyman, Service Employees International Union  

Navjeet Sidhu  

Mike Palecek  

Barry Fowlie, Workers United Canada Council  

John Helson, Workers United Canada Council  

Jennifer Paheco 

Stacey Papernick 

Mary Stalteri 

Scott Jackson 

Justin Panos, Amalgamated Transit Union Canada  

Karen Wirsig 

Stefan Kipfer 

Denise Martins  

Omar Burgan 

Jorge Villa, Service Employees International Union  

Caitlin Hewitt-White 

Dahlia Alie, Workers United Canada Council  

Parmbir Gill 

Paula Greenberg 

Aidan Macdonald 

Chris Grawey  

Drew Garvie  

James Moffat 

Desiree Harvey 

Michael Fraser 

James Taylor  

Ella Bedard  

Alex Grant, Unifor Canadian Freelance Union  

Marco La Grotta, Unifor Canadian Freelance Union   

Jessica Cassell, Unifor Canadian Freelance Union  

Jahan Niroomand, Unifor Canadian Freelance Union  

Marissa Olanick, Unifor Canadian Freelance Union  

Hélène Bissonnette, La Riposte Socialiste, Unifor  

Julien Arsenau, La Riposte Socialiste, Unifor Canadian Freelance Union  


